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Tennessee will begin designing op-
tional toll lanes on the Interstate 24 cor-
ridor from downtown Nashville to Mur-

freesboro – followed by other busy areas
across the Volunteer State – in a new
statewide project aimed at addressing
ongoing traffic congestion. 

The state will consider a second
Nashville corridor along I-65, Knoxville
lanes on I-40/I-75 and a Chattanooga

corridor along I-24. 
State transportation officials are cur-

rently studying the specific locations for
what Gov. Bill Lee and his administra-
tion call “choice lanes” and the project
remains in its early stages. 

Tennessee Department of Transpor-

tation Commissioner Butch Eley said
the I-24 corridor between Nashville and
Murfreesboro arose as the most finan-
cially feasible project to begin with. 

“We’re going to start with what is go-

I-24 in Nashville eyed for toll lanes
Chattanooga and Knoxville could be added to state’s ‘choice lanes’ project
Melissa Brown
Nashville Tennessean
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See TOLL LANES, Page 11A

This wasn’t just a cool throwback
uniform. When this season’s Tennes-
see Titans have personated the fran-
chise’s past life as the Houston Oilers,

they’ve leaned
into it.

The score-
board at Nissan
Stadium said
Oilers. The
walls surround-
ing the field did,

too. You had Mike Vrabel showing up
Sunday in a cowboy hat, a la Bum Phil-
lips. Cheerleaders wore ’70s era “Luv
ya Blue” jackets. Even the players’
nameplates in the locker room were
baby blue with Oilers logos.

Gentry Estes
Columnist

Nashville Tennessean
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Titans have
gone from
AFC South
bullies to
weaklings
Team that once mauled
foes barely has a pulse

INSIDE
Derrick Henry,
Titans teammates
explain what’s left
to play for. 1B

Derrick Henry, left, hauls in a pass
against the Texans on Sunday. Henry
had a paltry 9 yards on 16 rushes.
DENNY SIMMONS / THE TENNESSEAN

See ESTES, Page 11A

There’s a word floating around among students
and staff at Antioch High School lately: Stantioch. 

Teacher Andrew Becker proudly coined the term
after the school partnered with Stanford University
to offer a dual enrollment course teaching students
the basics of computer science, along with coding
and programming. On Thursday, the students hud-
dled in small groups as they worked through a re-
view for their upcoming final. The class has been
rigorous for the 13 enrolled, mostly seniors with a
few underclassmen peppered in. 

Stanford collaboration
elevates Antioch High 

At front: Sa’Ryah Armstrong, Qur’nasia Jones and Breanna Feinstein review the lessons they’ve
learned in Introduction to Computer Science, a dual enrollment class through Stanford University, at
Antioch High School on Dec. 7. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE AMADOR / THE TENNESSEAN

School makes tech leap
with prestigious course
Rachel Wegner
Nashville Tennessean
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Antioch High students go over a final review of
the lessons they’ve learned in Introduction to
Computer Science, a dual enrollment class
through Stanford University.See ANTIOCH, Page 10A
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Not only are they the first cohort to
tackle the course, called Introduction to
Computer Science, they’re also the first-
ever high schoolers in Tennessee to take
any Stanford course. If they meet all the
requirements for the course, they can
transfer the credit either to Stanford or
another college or university if they de-
cide to pursue higher education. 

By the end of the class, they learned
the basics of how computers and the in-
ternet function, along with introductory
HTML and Python skills. 

Thariq Ridha, who graduated from
Stanford in 2021 and went on to a Silicon
Valley job at Roblox, helps lead the class
virtually as a teaching fellow. 

“It’s so daunting from the outside,”
Ridha said. “It’s like magic.”

One of his favorite parts of teaching is
watching students push through and

really start to learn how computers work
and interact with things like HTML code
and programming languages like Python.
In essence, the class teaches students to
think and talk like a computer.

Ridha teamed up with Becker this se-
mester, who oversaw the class in per-
son, and taught virtually alongside
Stanford lecturer Patrick Young. Becker
and the students were able to ask ques-
tions in real-time via their virtual chat
or over the audio feed. They also used
screen sharing as they learned. 

Throughout the course, students
were given the same workload, assign-
ments and exams as undergraduates
taking the class at Stanford. That trans-
lates to hours of homework and a pro-
ject-heavy syllabus, which can be a tall
order on top of the regular coursework
and extracurriculars for high schoolers. 

But that challenge is also what drew
seniors Edom Abbaoli, Jayson Molitor,
Kevin Garrido and Sarah Yousef to try
their hand at the inaugural semester of
the course. An ‘extra little super power’

Aside from the core skills they
learned in the class, all four seniors
agreed it also taught them another valu-
able skill: time management. They came
away with a sense of empowerment and
confidence from the challenges they
overcame and the hard work they put in
this semester.

Abbaoli, 17, said she is considering
college but not sure where she’ll land or
what she may pursue. She’s thinking ei-
ther international relations or computer
science. Either way, she’s thankful for
what she learned in the class. 

“It gave me that extra little super
power,” she said. “I always have it in my
back pocket.”

For Molitor, taking the course gave
him a sense of what college-level work
would be like and convinced him to ap-
ply to several regional universities, with
plans to study computer science. Garri-
do echoed that thought, and also said

the course helped him sharpen his ed-
iting and writing skills through the pro-
jects he submitted. He hopes to study
computer engineering in college, with a
keen interest in software development.

Yousef was already set on going to
college, with applications out to several
universities — including Stanford. She’s
deciding between studying biology,
possibly leading to a focus on dermatol-
ogy, or (you guessed it) computer sci-
ence.

Nekesha Burnette, the school’s exec-
utive principal, said there’s been a lot of
excitement among the teaching staff,
administrators and students alike over
the new course, which drew 13 students
this semester. 

She recalled a day she sat in on the
class and asked a student if he under-
stood everything happening on the
screen as they coded. He confidently
told her he did.

“To hear the professor ask questions
and see my babies answer those ques-
tions ...” Burnette said, stopping short as
her proud smile grew wider. 

Dual enrollment options grow at
MNPS

Metro Nashville Public Schools also
partnered with Howard University to of-
fer an environmental science course at
Maplewood High School this semester.
The partnership with Stanford and
Howard also includes the National Edu-
cational Equity Lab, a nonprofit that
works to bring classes with college cred-
its to historically underserved commu-
nities nationwide. 

Districtwide, MNPS offers 63 dual
enrollment courses that expose stu-
dents to college coursework and earn
them transferable college credits. A to-
tal of 1,000 MNPS students took the
courses across 16 high schools this se-
mester. Those numbers do not include
what the district’s charter schools offer,
according to MNPS spokesperson Sean
Braisted. The courses vary widely, with
offerings in everything from English
composition to anatomy and physiolo-
gy.

Learn more about the district’s dual
enrollment options, along with other
parts of its college and career readiness
program, at mnps.org/learn/academ-
ics/college_career_readiness.

Teacher Andrew Becker helps answer questions during the Introduction to Computer Science program, a dual enrollment class through Stanford University. Becker
and the students were able to ask questions of the Stanford representative via virtual chat or over an audio feed. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE AMADOR / THE TENNESSEAN

Antioch students were given the same workload, assignments and exams as undergraduates taking the class at Stanford.

Antioch High students Jayson Molitor, Shaury Bond and Kevin Garrdio listen to
instructors during the Introduction to Computer Science presentation

By the end of the class, Antioch students learned the basics of how computers
and the internet function, along with introductory HTML and Python skills. 

Antioch
Continued from Page 1A


